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What is the Atla Digital Library?

• Hub of religion & theology 
resources

• Discovery & access

• Aggregator of metadata

dl.atla.com



Why the Atla Digital library?

Benefit to scholars, educators and learners

• One website to access hundreds of libraries, archives and 
collections

Benefit to contributing institutions

• Circulation to a broader audience
• Increased visibility of unique collections
• Metadata review and refinement



Why the Atla Digital library?

Atla Digital Library Program supports the principles of:

• Open access to and free use/re-use of metadata

• Free online access to digital content 

• Collaboration and collectively developing and maintaining best 
practices among program participants



What’s in the Atla Digital Library?

46 contributing institutions

179 collections

108,305 works



How does it work?



Use Case:  Metadata Aggregator

Atla’s goal for aggregation: to make external collections/works 
discoverable through the Atla DL  

• Harvest metadata from contributor collections and display those 
within Atla’s Hyrax application

• Customize the display of those pages to be visually consistent 
with the Atla Digital Library

• Link out to the original work on the external host site



Harvester Tool Requirements

• User-friendly way to import OAI-PMH metadata records into the 
system as works and collections, with thumbnail

• Ability to run importer on an ongoing basis to capture new 
records from the remote source

• Synchronization algorithms to push new metadata edits of 
existing items

• Allow the addition of a standardized rights statement to be 
applied on import when needed



The Plan

• Create an initial harvest of Princeton Theological Seminary 
Theological Commons collection

• Use scripts from Princeton harvest as base work for building a 
Harvester Tool in the Admin for future aggregation

• Build on OAI-PMH/DC initial setup to accommodate additional 
data types (for Internet Archives, Omeka, etc.)



The Result:  Bulkrax

• Now supports OAI-PMH, CSV, Bagit, and XML

• Allows metadata record imports by collection with a thumbnail 
image and a link out to the full work online 

• Supports scheduling of imports, allows limits on number of 
records, and rules around harvesting specific sets



The Result:  Bulkrax

Easy to use 
interface with 
which you are 
able to create, 
edit, delete, 
run, and re-run 
imports



Set a rights 
statement (with 
override option)

Base URL

Metadata 
Prefix

Set



Continuing the Work

CLIR Grant for Philadelphia Congregations Early Records Project

• 40,000+ records

• Expanded harvester to have UV settings using remote IIIF urls

• Added conditional display logic so that CLIR records display 
correctly in UV without interfering with existing display of data

• UV adapted to display both remote and local manifests



Continuing the Work

CDRI

• Older external database that required maintenance

• Remapped the metadata to match Atla schema and reimported

Internet Archive

• Customized to import Internet Archive collections using OAI-PMP 
for Dublin Core

• Used IA’s IIIF manifests to display in UV



Features: Contributing Institutions

• Logo

• Description

• List of all collections

• URL includes institution name



Features: Collections

• Image

• Description

• List of works

• Parent collection



Features: Works

• Thumbnail image

• Harvested metadata

• Links back to source



Features: Breadcrumbs



Features: Universal Viewer

• Internet Archive collections

• CLIR grant project

• Hosted collections



Questions?

You can send any additional questions to kevin@notch8.com or 
ckarpinski@atla.com


