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The Hydra Project

• Collaboration between
• The University of Hull
• Stanford University
• University of Virginia
• Fedora Commons

• To produce a flexible, configurable repository and 
scholars workbench around Fedora 3.x, including a 
search and discovery interface
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The Hydra Project

• Hydra will be highly configurable but will come with 
an ‘out-of-the-box’ configuration

• The default configuration will contain a range of 
content models, SDefs and SDeps based on 
production experience at the partner sites

• The team want these to be simple yet flexible
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Hydra content models

• First iteration defined complete (metadata and digital 
content) content models (CMs) for each object type

• As time went on we came to realise this was 
cumbersome

• Second iteration defines a common metadata CM but 
separate content CMs
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Common metadata CM

• The team wanted to provide for a sensible range of 
metadata needs but not impose them.

• The latest version assumes “optional” datastreams in 
the CM.  Fedora have promised this enhancement

• Maybe:
<dsTypeModel ID="provenanceMetadata" type="optional"> 

<form MIME="text/xml"></form> 

</dsTypeModel>
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Common metadata CM

• This CM provides for:

• DC (Fedora minimal)
• RELS-EXT
• descMetadata (descriptive – default will be MODS)
• rightsMetadata
• contentMetadata (a content map) [compulsory if object will generate 

a splash page, optional otherwise]
• technical Metadata [optional]
• provenanceMetadata [optional]
• sourceMetadata [optional]
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Complementary CMs

• Currently:

• Explicit set
• Implicit set
• Aggregation  (aka parent – probably with ‘generic simple’ children)
• Generic simple  (single content datastream)
• Generic image  (four resolutions)
• jpeg 2000
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Disseminators

• Hydra will always access content via disseminators
(thus an abstraction layer)

• All CMs have a range of disseminators defined, eg:
• Common metadata

• getDC
• getDescMetadata

• Generic simple
• getContent

• Generic image
• getThumbnail
• getMax
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Details on Hydra wiki

www.fedora-
commons.org/confluence

Hydra
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Hull’s Hydra prototyping site

hydra.hull.ac.uk

Health warning:

The test objects on this    

site are not yet built to 

the latest Hydra standards

The prototype here is only for 

the search & discovery interface 

and underlying objects
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Thank you!

• www.fedora-commons.org/confluence   Hydra

• r.green@hull.ac.uk / c.awre@ hull.ac.uk

• [hydra.hull.ac.uk]  
• demo site but not yet to current specifications


