
Introduction to Hydra 
for New Managers
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“If you want to go fast, go alone, if you want to go far, go together” 
African Proverb
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https://github.com/duraspace/pcdm/wiki


Check In - Is this what you 
thought you were getting 
into?

What Questions do you have 
at this point?



No single system can provide the full range of 
repository-based solutions for a given 
institution’s needs,

…yet sustainable solutions require a 
common repository infrastructure.

No single institution can resource the 
development of a full range of solutions on its 
own,

…yet each needs the flexibility to tailor 
solutions to local demands and workflows.  
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One Body, Many Heads…
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Hydra Heads of Note

Avalon & HydraDAM for 
Media

Sufia

BPL Digital 
Commonwealth

UCSD DAMS

Northwestern Digital Image 
Lib.



Check In 2 – How are we 
getting on?

What Questions do you have 
at this point?



Hydra Technical 
Framework



CRUD in Repositories



CRUD in Repositories



Major Hydra Components



The Hydra Stack



Fedora

Hydra AppHydra’s Core Gems

rubydora

ActiveFedora

OM (Opinionated Metadata) 

hydra-head

Client API for consuming 
Fedora’s REST API via Ruby

Applies ActiveModel pattern to 
working with Fedora objects

DSL (domain specific language) 
for easy mgmt of XML metadata

Rails engine with “everything you 
need to build a user-facing app” 



Fedora 3.x

Hydra’s Core Gems

ActiveFedora 6

hydra-head 7

Fedora 3.x

ActiveTriples

ActiveFedora 7

hydra-head

Fedora 4

ActiveTriples

ActiveFedora 8

hydra-head

Fedora 4

ActiveResource

hydra-head

time

Currently Emerging Potential
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Check In 3 – Time to talk

Breakout
- Those working at Partner sites
- Those at non-Partner sites

What else would you like to know?
How does this session connect with 
your local situation?
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http://github.com/projecthydra/hydra
http://github.com/projecthydra
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http://projecthydra.org/
http://wiki.duraspace.org/display/hydra/The+Hydra+Project
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