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Background



Samvera/Hyrax at GWU

2015 - Built "GW ScholarSpace" IR on Sufia 6/7
201/ - Rebuilt on Hyrax, with GwWork and

GwEtd work types

Built batch loader

As of today, 10K+ works
| in GW ScholarSpace

. System

Hyrax 2.8.0

HOME ABOUT HELP  CONTACT

[N Recently Uploaded

Transcribing Dots: Batiks' Journey from East to West

adire eleko, batik, wax resist

Autonomous - The Rise of

ones in the United States

drone, uav, technology, aviat

An, robotics

Enterprise Architecture, Stakeholder Analysis, Department of
Defense Architecture Framework, Social Network Analysis,

DODAF, Architecture Framework

A service of

.
L]
®eoo0o0 0 GW ScholarSpace v1.3.4, built on v2.8.0

s https://scholarspace.library.gwu.ed

Search GW. s
ScholarSpace (

® Share Your Work ¥
L
L
«

Terms of Use

Featured Researcher !

wQodgn

Wooden Teeth is the oldest literary and art magazine at GW. Undergraduate
and graduate students, faculty, alumni, and staff contribute poetry, prose,
and art to this biannual print publication. GW Libraries has been building an
online archive of Wooden Teeth available for download in ScholarSpace.

Browse the Wooden Teeth Collection

Copyright © 2020 Licensed under the Apache License, Version 2.0
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https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/04/04/world/middleeast/isis-documents-mosul-iraq.html
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ISIS Files - Documents

e 15,000 pages

e ~ 1500 files (original TIFFs)
e [nitial batch: 62 documents
Workflow: Digitize

->
Sort/Contextualize (Review by Fellows)->
Translate -
Create Metadata -»
Redact -
- PDF + accessibility fix
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Hyrax as a platform



Choosing a platform

e Evaluated:

o Hyrax

o Drupal |
o WordPress
O
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Important Discriminators

e Qut-of-the-box feature set
o "Works" with files + customizable metadata
o Search/Indexing of text documents

o Image viewing*
o Accessibility
o Design 6“"“ """"""""
...... e Preservation ig«" "
Se Security i



Other Considerations

e |In-house skills/experience
o Effort level
o If Hyrax: v2.x or v3.0.0-rcT

o timeline (started Sept. 2019, release June 20@9:);{:’;‘;;
o appearance/accessibility/security &%
e Community (Slack, etc.) G‘,‘
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Demo

https://isisfiles.gwu.edu/



https://isisfiles.gwu.edu

Public Reception



ASK & PURPO  gem
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'ISIS Files' launch: Thousands of
documents reveal the terror
group's inner workings

PAUL SZOLDRA - JUL 3, 2020 11:36 AM EDT

v f

The long-awaited “ISIS Files" have launched online at the George Washington University,
offering researchers and others a window into the inner workings of the terror group
. that called itself "The Islamic State."

] The New York Times and GWU announced a partnership in 2018 to digitize, translate,
and analyze more than 15,000 pages of internal ISIS documents. Now, those
documents are beginning to appear on the ISIS files website, which is based around
hemes sich as ideoloay. war snqils, aariculture nroarams. and reliaious nalice files
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June 29,2020 | Topic: Securi gion: Middle East | Bl
Istamic State, History, Middle ast, Syria, Iraq

What Was ISIS’s Real Estate
Market Like? GW University
Releases “The ISIS Files”

Lot number 128. Previous owner: apostate.

by Matthew pettl

eorge Washington University has released the first batch of its “ISIS
trove of bureaucratic documents captured from the Islamic State dur

G

Iragi offensive in Mosul.

Srand: Middle Eastwatch | Tags

Isis,
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Salesforce
https//gibraries ighting force com

WAR ON

monday.com @ Salesforce [ LRDC Proc

ROCKS 2.

@ IsisFiles

T
!

The issues putting pressure on the U.S-h

NYTimes Communications @ @ ed States frequently plays ot

Read the original reporting by @ rcalli

nglraq’s beleaguered health

- Washington has focused its
il also encouraging the gove
ias operating beyond the stat
y maintain pressure against

oops in the country.

thing happening in the bilat
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NYTimes Communications @ @Y

imesPR - Jun 20
©®gwupeo worked with 5 to archive, digitize and transiate the
documents, and publish them. The pubiic repository allows
researchers around the world to access invaluable evidence on the
activities and atrocities carried out by the Islamic State group.

NYTimes Communications @ @Y
The tessn off snustibe 48 O00 nanss af intarnal S8 tand deads e

TimesPR - Jun 29

instr. Signup (" Primo [ Research Sats () DuckDuckGo T Sched. of Classes

EDUCATING THE FORCE

Q% 0 s 0w CEO @O » =@

o Google Colab

ABOUT  SIGN IN BECOME A MEMBER Q0

in Global P LEARN MOR

SETTING THE RECORDS STRAIGHT IN IRAQ

MICHAEL P. BRILL

ULy 17, 2020
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Homeland Security News Wir

Homeland Security News Wire
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Terrorism [
GW Launches ISIS Files Digital 1
Repository

Published 3 July 2020

Elshare | BEAE@

The George Washington University on Monday launched
its ISIS Files repository. The virtual public repository
features a selection of the 15,000 digitized pages from the
documents collected in Iraq by New York Times journalist
Rukmini Callimachi and a team of Iraqi translators.

B IS

The George Washington University on Monday launched its ISIS
Files repository. The virtual public repository features a selection of
the 15,000 digitized pages from the documents collected in Iraq by
New York Times journalist Rukmini Callimachi and a team of Iraqi
translators. GW’s Program on Extremism formed a partnership with
the New York Times in 2018 to make these documents available to
the public. The first collections released by GW focus on ISIS ideology
and real estate and taxation.

The Program on Extremism worked with the Times and GW’s
Libraries and Academic Innovation division to digitize, translate,
and analyze the documents. They then were posted on a new website
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Technical workarounds,
enhancements,
future challenges
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Deployment and Security

e AWS

e GW full security review + remediations

e QOther risk reductions :-(

isisfiles-hyrax Private
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Customizations

e Open PDF in-browser

e Menu enhancements

e Cookie popup (GDPR compliance)

o Accessibility & Security fixes

» reCAPTCHA - authentication and contact forngi
.. o Ul simplification @,‘“
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Future directions



Next...

e More content!
e Hyrax 3.0
e Use more features: IlIF, etc.
e Rethink i18n of metadata values
o Add Ul languages (Arabic, maybe?) AR
e Batch loading ) ‘,‘“

s e Technical debt !

B e Community debt
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Uniquenesses

e Provenance of documents
e Sensitive nature of docs and metadata -
ethical questions

e Workflow around docs
e Appearance & features q«
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Critical Success Factors

e Samvera community :-) especially on Slack
e Hyrax feature set and maturity
e Prior experience with Hyrax
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Hyrax was the easy part! e
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Thanks!

Dan Kerchner
kerchner@gwu.edu



